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Patents 

• 3 Types of patents 

– Utility 

– Design 

– Plant 

• Exclusionary right 

– Exclude others from making, using, 
selling, offering to sell, or importing 
invention 
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Patents (continued) 

• Issued U.S. patents 
and published 
applications are 
freely available on 
the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark (USPTO) 
website. 

• http://patft.uspto.gov/ 
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Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox  
• Legal pioneer in high tech IP law for 30 years 

• Legal staff comprised of highly-trained scientists and engineers, 
including over 50 Ph.D.s 

• Serve clients throughout the United States and across the globe 
from our Washington, D.C. office 

• D.C. presence gives us immediate access to:  

– USPTO 

– Federal Circuit 

– Supreme Court 

– Congress 

– International Trade Commission 

– Solicitor General 
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SKGF (continued) 
• Biotech / Chemical / Pharma Practice Group: 

– 17 Directors 

– 33 Associates & Of Counsel  

– 6 Student Associates 

– 11 Patent Agents & Technical Specialists 

• Industries serviced include: 

– Pharmaceutical  (New Chemical Entities, New Methods of Chemical 
Synthesis, Drug Design Platforms, Drug Screening and Assays, 
Formulations, New Therapeutic Methods, In Vivo Diagnostics, Medical 
Imaging and Contrast Agents) 

– Biotechnology (Molecular and Cell Biology, Nanomedicine, Agrochemicals, 
Pharmacogenomics, Vaccines, Bioprocessing and Biofuels, Therapeutic 
Antibodies, Biodefense, Nutraceuticals, Biologics and Biosimilars, Stem 
Cells)  

– Chemical (Analytical Chemistry, Environmental Chemistry, Organic 
Synthesis, Nutraceuticals, Food Chemistry, Pesticides & Herbicides, 
Nanotechnology, Coatings, Ceramics, Polymers, Fuel Additives, Paints and 
Abrasives) 
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Patent Positions 

• Law Firms: 

– Technical Advisor or Technical Specialist 

– Patent Agent 

– Student Associate 

– Associate 

– Partner (Director) 

– Of counsel 

•  Corporate Patent Attorney (in-house counsel) 

•  Examiner at the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 



6 

Becoming a Patent Attorney 

      Prerequisites for the Patent Bar Exam (www.uspto.gov): 

– Must have a bachelor’s degree in chemistry, biology, engineering 
or related science 

– Must be of good moral character 

 

1. Must be a law school graduate and pass state bar exam 

2. Must pass the USPTO Patent Bar Examination 

Functions of a Patent Attorney 

• Draft license and assignment agreements 

• Review other people’s patents and provide opinions 

• Interferences 

• Litigation 
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Client Has a Problem - 
                          We Find a Solution 
• Clients include: 

– Small start-up biotech companies 

– Mid-sized pharmaceutical companies 

– Large generic companies 

– Universities and research institutions 
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Any Questions? 

Visit us at  
www.skgf.com  

 Helpful links: 

• http://aipla.org/ 

• www.uspto.gov 

• www.martindale.com 

• www.nationalbar.org/index2.shtml 

• http://careers.findlaw.com/ 
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