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First Science Experiment 
Experiment # 1 
 
  Materials 
  Can of Baking Soda  
   Glass of Water 
 
  Methods 
  Add water to baking soda in 

 can 
  Replace cap 
  Shake 
 
  Results 

  Fizzy explosion ! 
  messy kitchen  !! 
  spanking   !!! 
 
  Conclusions 
  1. The spanking was worth it 
  2.  Conduct next experiment      

      when no one is home. 
 
 



High School Years 

• 11th grade summer 
research at U. FL  “Sleep 
Deprivation:  Impact on Short-
term Memory and Long-term 
Retention”. 



The College Years 
Bethune-Cookman College 

Daytona Beach Florida 

• Biology Pre-Med Major 
– Research: Impact of Cape Canaveral Space Center on 

Regional River Estuaries 

• Summer Pre-Med Program  
  Fisk University / Meharry Medical College 

• Audit of Bacteriology 
– Dr. Gregory Marlins 



Graduate Research  
Cryptococcus neoformans 



Hard Work Pays Off ! 



Post Doctoral Experiences 
Bone Research Branch, NIDR, NIH 



Publications 



Back to My Beloved Alma Mater 



Teaching 
Kaiser-Permanente  Outstanding Teaching Award 
Medical, Dental, Pharmacy, Allied Health and Graduate courses 
 

Mentoring 
Over 400 undergrad, and professional students 
Research Advisor to 25 Ph. D. students 
40 Dissertation Committees 
1,000 High School students during summers 
2 Post-doctoral Research Associates 
50 Undergraduates during summers/ Senior Thesis 
ASM William A. Hinton Award for Research Mentoring and Training 
 

Research 
Garnered over $2,500,000 in individual research grants 
Outstanding Researcher Award 
 

Service 
Associate Director for Basic Research, HUCC 
 Chairman, Department of Microbiology 
Committee member of ASM, AACR and AAAS 



Achievements 

• Teaching 
– Kaiser-Permanente  Outstanding Teaching Award 
– Medical, Dental, Pharmacy, Allied Health and Graduate courses 
 

• Mentoring 
– Over 400 undergrad, and professional students 
– Research Advisor to 25 Ph. D. students 
– 40 Dissertation Committees 
– 1,000 High School students during summers 
– 2 Post-doctoral Research Associates 
– 50 Undergraduates during summers/ Senior Thesis 
– ASM William A. Hinton Award for Research Mentoring and Training 
 

• Research 
– Garnered over $2,500,000 in individual research grants 
– Outstanding Researcher Award 

 
• Service 

– Associate Director for Basic Research, HUCC 
–  Chairman, Department of Microbiology 
– Committee member of ASM, AACR and AAAS 



Roadmap to Success in Academia 

• Publish, Publish, Publish 
• 2yr Plan, 5yr Plan, 10yr Plan 
• Collaborations and Interdisciplinary Research 
• NIH Career Workshops, AAMC Workshops 
• Promotions and Tenure 
• “Be Careful What You Wish For…” 
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